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Miyamoto Musashi

I choose to write about Musashi because for me he personifies the
yearning in our endless search for that ever- elusive happiness in
this tough life.

Born into a samurai family, he soon became an orphan looked after
by his only relative, his elder sister .He was a self-willed, fearless,
urchin who unthinkingly went to war only to have his side lose.
With the victorious army wanting his head, he was on the run until
captured by the young, but eminent Buddhist monk, Takuan. And
thus begins his destiny.

Given the power of life or death over Musashi, Takuan began to
teach him about the perennial human values of compassion,
respect, love, and so on. Lesson one was taught with Musashi
trussed up in a tree. His would-be consort, Otsu rescued him only
for him to be caught and imprisoned by the authorities.

In jail, like all Mandelas, he studied and inculcated the basic
human values of humility, empathy and service with the help of not
only Takuan, but also of the daimyo at the time.

After his three or so years of incarceration, he was released.

After bitter experiences and learning, he entered into maturity and
started to live life as a responsible, mature human. But first he
had to test his strength (or weaknesses, as he thought). He chose to
challenge only masters of the martial arts regardless of the
weaponry they used! One thing about Musashi though, he always
used wooden katanas, not metal. His aim was to defeat, not to
destroy. He defeated every opponent, yet he was not violent, in as
incredible as that might sound. He was only being faithful to the
way of Budo ( Bushido ).

In the end, he died a poor man who would forever be revered in
humane spiritual circles as a seeker. He adopted two orphans;
taught poor, helpless farmers how to protect themselves against
marauding ronin; wrote a book ( The Book Of Five Rings ), a
difficult to understand, little book that is today being used by some
business people as an aid to their business strategies; farmed
( miserably ); drew ( some of his works are still available in
museums today ); carved, in a jiffy, his own interpretation of
Kannon Sama; drove hooligans away by simply catching a fly with
his chopsticks....c.oovveviiiiiiiiiinninenn..

Isn’t he a Da Vinci, in a way? AN
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