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On July 26 I went to see a Bunraku performance with an American friend and some of
the Ichioka volunteers. It was my first time to hear of or see Bunraku. Initially we were given
a lesson in how the puppets (dolls) worked. And then we were invited to try using one of the
puppets. It was interesting to try using the puppet myself, but I found that it was heavier and
harder to use than expected. After the short lesson, the performance started on the main
‘ stage. Some of the puppets were controlled by three people and others by only one person. It

looked really difficult. The performance was about the story of SonGoku and was very
entertaining. Following the show we were allowed to go backstage, to look at all of the puppet
characters from the show, and to take pictures. Overall I thought this was a really good
experience. I would definitely go again.
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